SIMULATED MOTORCYCLE FUEL TANK BICYCLE ACCESSORY 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The device of this invention resides in the area of bicycles and more particularly relates to 
a bicycle accessory in the form of an inflatable simulated fuel tank for attachment to a bicycle to 
make the bicycle appear to be a motorcycle. 

History of the Prior Art 

The idea of putting simulated motorcycle parts on a bicycle to make it appear to be a 
motorcycle is well known in the prior art. Such attachments for bicycles simulate the features of 
motorcycle fuel tanks, motors, fenders, controls and the like so that a child can have the 
excitement of having his bicycle appear to be more like an adult motorcycle. U.S. Patent 
5,505,493 to Camfield et al depicts a bicycle with simulated motorcycle parts made of solid 
plastic which dress up a bicycle to make it appear to be a motorcycle. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is an object of this invention to provide a new bicycle accessory in the form of an 
inflatable simulated fuel tank made of a flexible plastic material in the shape of a motorcycle fuel 
tank which structure can be inflated and then attached to a bicycle's top tube member. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide an inflatable simulated fuel tank structure 
which is substantially lower in cost to produce and market compared to a simulated fuel tank 
made of hard plastic and one which can more easily be provided in a variety of styles to imitate 
desired motorcycle fuel tanks and which can bear imprinting thereon in a variety of decorative 
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styles, such as having flames or licensed trademarks which will make a bicycle with such a 
simulated fiiel tank much more interesting to its owner and admirers. The simulated fuel tank 
can be sold in a small package in its deflated mode, thus realizing savings in packaging and 
shipping. The inflatable simulated fuel tank of this invention has attachment members and an 
elongated top tube receipt channel defined in the bottom of the inflatable structure such that it 
can be removably attached on the top tube of a bicycle between the seat post and the handlebar 
stem. The simulated fuel tank of this invention can have an imitation filler cap provided at its 
front and means to add air, such as an air inlet, can be provided. 

To install the device of this invention the user would first blow air into the air inlet or 
have air from an air supply pass through the air inlet to fully inflate the simulated fuel, and the air 
inlet would then be closed and sealed. The simulated fuel tank would then be attached to the top 
tube of the bicycle by attachment means, as described in further detail below. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



Figure 1 



illustrates a perspective view of the simulated fuel tank of this invention in its 



inflated mode. 



Figure 2 



illustrates a perspective view of the simulated fuel tank of this in its deflated 



mode. 



Figure 3 



illustrates a bottom perspective view of the simulated fuel tank showing its top 



tube receipt channel and mating attachment members. 



Figure 4 



illustrates a perspective view of a bicycle showing the simulated fuel tank of this 



invention installed thereon. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODMENT(S) 
Figure 2 illustrates a perspective view of inflatable simulated fuel tank 10 in its deflated 
mode. Also seen in Figure 2 are simulated filler cap 12 and air inlet 14. In use, one would pass 
air through air inlet 14 and when simulated fuel tank 10 was fully inflated, air inlet 14 would be 
closed and sealed. The fully inflated simulated fuel tank 10, as seen in Figure 1, is ready for 
installation on bicycle 30. In Figure 4 one can see that top tube 32 has been passed into the top 
tube receipt channel 18 which channel is U-shaped in cross-section which is best seen in Figure 
3. Top tube receipt channel 18 extends along the bottom of simulated fuel tank 10. On either 
side of top tube receipt channel 18 are first and second attachment members 16 which, in one 
embodiment, can have a plurality of mating snap attachments 20 such that when top tube receipt 
channel 18 of simulated fuel tank 10 is placed on top tube 32 between seat 34 and handle bars 36, 
the snap attachments 20 can be engaged with their mating members to hold attachment members 
16 together around top tube 32 of the bicycle. 

It should be noted that the inflatable simulated fuel tank of this invention can take many 
different shapes and sizes depending on the structure and shape of the plastic that forms its 
inflatable body to simulate many different types and styles of motorcycle fuel tanks. The filler 
cap can be positioned in different locations on the structure as copied from actual motorcycle fuel 
tanks, and it should not be considered fixed in the position as illustrated since the simulated fuel 
tank of this invention can have many different configurations other than that illustrated. 

The simulated fuel tank of this invention can be made from well-known methods of 
manufacture of three-dimensional inflatable structures. It should further be understood that other 
methods of attachment of the simulated fuel tank of this invention to a bicycle can be used other 
than that illustrated. 
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It should further be noted that there is a safety advantage obtained to utilizing the 
simulated fUel tank of this invention over that of the prior art. Should a rider fall onto the 
simulated fuel tank of this invention much less injury would be suffered by the rider since the 
inflated simulated fuel tank is soft and compressible whereas the prior art simulated fuel tanks 
are made of hard, rigid plastic. 

It should also be noted that the simulated fuel tank of this invention can be provided with 
decorations thereon including imprinted decorations and/or decals and other indicia such as 
licensed logos from motorcycle manufacturers to emulate the style and markings that appear on 
actual motorcycle fuel tanks. 

Although the present invention has been described with reference to particular 
embodiments, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that variations and modifications can 
be substituted therefor without departing from the principles and spirit of the invention. 
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